
 

 

               

Pontnewydd Male Choir 
 
 

CHOIR NEWSLETTER 
 

Year 24  APRIL 2020 
 

 

Update. 
Have you noticed the absence of a regular item? 

This newsletter has been put together by your editor who is following the 
government guidelines for dealing with the Covid-19 Virus.  Self-quarantining is 
not so bad as one had feared.  As usual, hard copies will be posted to a number 
of Vice-Presidents. ‘Computerate’ choristers and friends will receive their 
newsletters by email.  Requests have been received from other choristers to be 
added to the list of email recipients - thank you gentlemen for sending your email 
addresses.   

Sickness. 
To date, no choir members have tested positive for Covid-19.  Keep isolated, 
everyone, and take precautions.  It looks like a long haul before we get back to 
normal. 
Keith Jones continues to recover steadily.  Occasional breathlessness (effect 
of medication) means that he has no plans for joining our M.D. on his marathon 
training. 
Barry Page is on the waiting list.  His self-imposed restrictions mean that The 
Greenhouse will probably have to close permanently. 
John Counsell continues to battle on.  He was highly indignant that they 
(hospital) would not permit him to leave temporarily to be present in the 
photograph. 

Ladies Committee. 
Plans for future events are in a state of limbo and, reluctantly, the June trip to 
Tenby has had to be cancelled. 
 

  

 
Information from Chairman. 

Communication with choristers. 
During this period of enforced suspension of normal choir activities it is vital that 
we keep in contact with all our choristers and we are using a number of methods 
of doing just that: 
Regular phone calls 
We are using our “cascade list” of telephone numbers to contact all choristers 
when there is a need to verbally pass on important information.  The Section 
Leaders and their nominated deputies will be responsible for this. 



At the same time Martin Carey and I have established a smaller, more focussed 
list of choristers who are living on their own and who we will contact regularly to 
make sure that all is well with them. 
Equally, I would encourage all choristers to phone or email each other to 
maintain that contact that is so vital and welcome. 
Newletter 
Roy Fisher will continue to publish our monthly Newletter and distribute via 
whatever means are appropriate. I’m sure he will welcome any items that 
choristers can contribute. 
Facebook 
Phil Evans will continue to post updates on our Facebook page. 
Website 
Doug Hopkins will also be updating and enhancing our website with information. 
With the help of our Music Team and other able contributors such as Doug 
himself, Roy Fisher and Peter Binding.  The current major project is to populate 
the website’s Music page with the 4 voice parts of all our current repertoire. 
There are a number of songs already completed and are available for you all to 
listen to (and practice!) during your self-isolation. (See Doug’s contribution 
below.) 
Online group video calls 
This is “hot off the press” and is something a small group of us trialled last Friday 
night. Using an ‘app‘ called Zoom we held a video conference call with Martyn 
Jones, our MD.  We hope this ‘app’ will allow us to arrange online section 
practices on Tuesday and Friday evenings at the same time as we would 
normally hold our normal practices.  Watch this space! 
  

So you can see that we are trying to use all means at our disposal to maintain 
contact with all choristers.  We aim to keep choristers updated with information 
and to use this time as usefully as we can to develop our resources so that we 
can hit the ground running (and singing) when normal practice resumes. 

In the meantime look after yourselves and keep safe and well 
 

Following a number of recent queries I have set out below the procedure for 
applying for Leave of Absence: 
 
 

Leave of Absence 

The choir’s constitution states: 
 

“Members suffering ongoing illness or other personal hardship may make formal 
application to Management Committee for temporary, whole or part, exemption 
from subscription payments.  Management Committee shall consider each 
application on merit”. 

The process is outlined below: 
 
 



• If you anticipate being absent from the choir for more than 8 weeks, 
you must inform the General Secretary, either verbally or preferably in 
writing. 

• You can then apply for Leave of Absence and temporary exemption 
from subscription payment. 

• Management Committee will then consider the application as soon as 
is practical and the General Secretary will inform you of the decision. 

• Leave of Absence is generally granted for an initial period of 3 
months. 

• If there is a need to extend Leave of Absence further then please 
inform the General Secretary.  

• Equally, if you are able to return to choir before the end of the Leave 
of Absence then please do so. We’ll be glad to see you. 

• Without a request for Leave of Absence, subscriptions will accrue in 
the normal way and continue to become payable. 

 

I trust this clarifies the position. 
 

 
 
 

Choir web page – have you done any homework? 
Perhaps you’ve had difficulties in accessing the page where you can 
practice music at home.  Doug Hopkins has kindly contributed the following: 
 
1. Select “Current Repertoire” from “Our Music” menu option …. 

 

 
  

2. You will be asked to enter the password to access the page …. 

 
 

3. Click where it says “Password” and type in the password, then click 
“Go”. 

4. If you have forgotten the password send an email or text to Doug 
(doh55@outlook.com; 07794 766706) or Ian 
(ianevans1812@gmail.com; 07985 165009). 

mailto:doh55@outlook.com
mailto:ianevans1812@gmail.com


5. On the Current Repertoire page click the Play icon (black triangle) of 
the track you wish to play. The track will continue to loop until you click 
the Pause icon (double vertical lines). 

 

 
Good luck with your practice. 

 
 

 

Relaxation time. 
Last month’s teasers were:      

Can you change the name of a musical instrument into a loose woman by 
adding one letter?   Trumpet becomes Strumpet. 
Can you change the name of a flower into a musical instrument by 
removing two letters?   Violet becomes Viol. 
Can you change the name of a musical instrument into a word meaning 
“here” by altering one letter?  Zither becomes Hither. 
Can you think of the name of a musical instrument that contains the 
name of a composer?   Souzaphone. 
Can you think of the name of a musical instrument that sound like a cruise line? 
     Piano. 
Can you think of a word that contains four letter t’s? Statuette. 
 

To help with boredom this month: 
Easy one to start. Fill in the missing letters from this word:     A?R?C?D?B?A 
 

A man walked a mile due south, turned right and walked a mile due west, turned 
right and walked a mile due north.  He found that he was back where he started. 
Where was he? 
 

Starting with just the letter L, add one letter at a time to make four new words:  
a city,  fall behind,  a lake,  slowly. 

 

“Thus fate knocks at the door” was claimed to have been said by Beethoven.  
About what? 

 

Finally:  The following is a translation – of what? 
Old mountainous Wales, the poet's paradise. 

Every valley, every cliff, to my eyes is beautiful. 
 

 

The list of Engagements will reappear when restrictions are lifted. 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


