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This month’s birthdays. 
John Brown (T2) Wednesday 3rd Ron Burnett (B2) Friday 5th 
Roy Fisher (B1) Monday 8th  Dave Hine (B2) Monday 8th 
Roy Dixon (B2) Thursday 25th  Haydn Noonan (B1) Sunday 28th 
Lyn Birch (T2) Monday 29th 

Altogether now…….. 
 

 

Choir news. 
The choir website has been updated with the new pieces from Martyn. Doug 
has redesigned the music page to keep all the elements of each song (individual 
section MP3s, combined MP3 and PDFs) together making them easier to find. 
The baritones were the first to rehearse Martyn’s arrangement of the Caccini 
Ave Maria and have already learned all the words!   
 

The PMC Chatroom (every Wednesday at 7:00pm) continues to grow with 
additional members joining in. A recent session “drew a crowd” of about 18 and 
it could have been more as some regulars couldn’t make it.  Attendees discuss 
their latest tipple, hair dos, repertoire and the world in general with the usual 
good-natured quip thrown in.  The session on 13th May suggested that lockdown 
can sometimes pressurise choristers to overdo self hair-cutting but, at least, a 
certain top tenor is unlikely to need a haircut for several months. 

If you’d like to join send a request to Doug via the choir website. 
 

 

More general choir news. 
Here is some information from our General Secretary, Martin: 

 

I have been contacted by Ray Freebury of Toronto Welsh MVC to ask, that if it 
should be necessary, would PMC be prepared to host TWMVC in 2022 instead 
of 2021.  I consulted the officers of the choir and we agreed that this would be 
fine.  At present TWMVC still hope and expect to be in the UK in 2021 where 
PMC will host their visit to Wales. 

I also received the following email: 
“My name is Simon Askey and I am vice chairman with Caerphilly Male Voice 
Choir.  It is my hope, along with Alwyn Humphrys, to stage an event, possibly 
at the Principality Stadium, by way of saying thank you to the NHS.  I am 



contacting you to establish if you would like to be part of this and, if so, roughly 
how many of your choir might be involved.” 
Once again I consulted the officers of the choir and we felt that the response 
was a “No brainer” to do something very worthwhile to show our appreciation to 
the NHS.  Clearly this event will only take place when it is considered safe to do 
so and under any relevant Government restrictions that may be imposed at that 
time. 
 

The Welsh Association of Male Choirs have decided to provide some 
entertainment for care homes in Wales during these strange times.  As a result 
they will soon receive free copies of CD’s or DVD’s of Royal Albert Hall massed 
choir concerts.  I have been in touch with five local ‘homes’ who, as a result, will 
receive the following: 
 

Leadon Court, 1 DVD;  Llanyrafon Court, two CDs;  Ty Gwyn, 2 CD’s, 
Thistle Court, 1 DVD.   (Cwmbran House declined the offer.) 
 

 

From the Welsh Association of Male Choirs. 
 

The General Secretary writes: 
You will recall that earlier this year we postponed the Cardiff massed concert 
which was scheduled for 20th June 2020 because of the impact of the Corona 
virus. Unfortunately, the continuing impact of the virus has led the Association 
to the inevitable conclusion that we should also postpone the Royal Albert Hall 
concert which was to have taken place on May 8th 2021. 

For the past few months the Association has been keeping a careful 
eye on the national regulations and it has become apparent that participating 
choirs would not have enough time to learn the music and organise joint 
rehearsals with no guarantee that the Royal Albert Hall would be prepared to 
accommodate us in May 2021. We also know that a number of choirs were 
increasingly concerned about making the financial commitment to participating 
with no certainty that the event would even take place.   
However………the concerts have been postponed not cancelled.   
We are pleased to announce that the Royal Albert Hall concert will now take 
place on Saturday 23rdApril 2022;  this is the weekend between Easter and the 
Bank Holiday – no May dates were available.  Subject to final discussions with 
our partners in Prostate Cymru the Cardiff concert will take place in June 2022.  
We have discussed the changes with Alwyn Humphreys and the rest of the 
music team – they are all on board! And in order not to waste previous practise 
time or expenditure on music the repertoire for the concerts will remain the 
same. And those choirs who had reserved places at the postponed concerts will 
of course have first preference for the new dates; we will be in touch to sort 
booking out in a couple of months when, hopefully, we will back to the new 
normal!  I know that the changes will cause some inconvenience but we hope 
that having something to look forward to with certainty will be good for morale 
going forward.   Take care – be safe. 



Additional information: 
The choir have now received a refund for the ticket payments that were made 
for the postponed June Massed Choirs Concert at St. David’s Hall.  To receive 
a refund you are asked to contact the Treasurer, Mansel Young.  His 
telephone number is 01495 760288, email address mansel.young@sky.com. 
 

Part of a message from the WAMC President, Huw Tregelles Williams: 
 

“The Zoom app, for many of us, has become a lifeline, whether through virtual 
social gatherings, quiz sessions or online tuition from our MD’s and 
accompanists.  I’m certain that we are all grateful to those cheerleaders in our 
choirs who devote so much time to keep our morale afloat with such activities.” 
 

 

Looking back. 
 

Older choristers have many memories of choir performances in very special 
venues around the world.  Here is a list of some, not in any particular order: 
Cathedrals / Basilicas in Guildford, Bayeux, Southwark, Montreal, Monserrat 
and St Davids.  Heart-wrenching sites in Auschwitz and The American 
Cemetery at Omaha Beach.  Impressive venues in Ottawa, Niagara Falls, 
Windsor, The Hague, Café Gondréé, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Poble Espanyol, 
The Royal Albert Hall, Bruchsal and The Tomb of William the Conqueror,  
 

That’s quite an impressive list and there are others.  I wonder what would be 
your Order of ‘memorability’ and what makes the memory so special. 

Individual memories can be completely different and, speaking 
personally, I’m constantly amazed by why I frequently remember only part of 
what was a memorable occasion.  There were a number of well-known political 
figures present at our concert in Southwark Cathedral – why do particularly 
remember the request from the BBC political correspondent, John Cole, for us 
to sing Oh Danny Boy? 

What do you remember about us singing at Café Gondréé or the 
Basilica in Montreal? 
 

 

South and North. 
South for tenors and north for bass(es) they used to say.  “They even talk 
different up there” was also said.  But we now accept that differences are to be 
treasured not disliked.  In PMC we are now blessed with fluent welsh speakers 
who cheerfully agree to differ occasionally. 
One difference arises because of diphthongs – and what are they you might 
ask!  A diphthong is a sound formed by the combination of two vowels in a single 
syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards another. 
The words loud and coin are examples.   
Think of how you say the word loud.   
O and U are two separate vowels - we make the same sound as we do when 
we say how.  But we don’t have a separate vowel for “ow”.  To make things even 
more interesting think of what happens when we say bow. 

mailto:mansel.young@sky.com


There are a number of welsh vowels that are diphthongs and a couple frequently 
occur.  South and north would pronounce Meibion and Pleidiol differently – and 
does it matter?  In O Gymru we have ‘geinder’ (on page 4).  Nuff said. 
 

 
 

Last month’s teasers:     
  

Don’t you think it strange that the place names Upper Cwmbran and Lower 
Pontnewydd are both in two different languages?  Must be a legacy of the 
“Welsh not”!  
Also, Cwmbran was a place name before Pontnewydd developed – hence the 
reason for the apparent conflict in location names.  

 

Longer chess test is an anagram of stretch ones legs 
 

The musical teaser:  Fido is a dog and Eli is a priest (in the Old Testament).   
If the dog eats the priest you get Fidelio – Beethoven’s only opera, 

 
 
 

This is another view of the object 
pictured in the May newsletter.   
 
It is a magnifying glass that pivots 
outwards.  Have you got one? 
 
 
 

 

For your amusement (?) this month: 
 

Easy one to start:- There is somewhere on your body where you can put your 
right hand and your left hand cannot touch it.  Where? 
 

A cryptic clue:  Scales calibrated to some extent.  (5 letters). 
 

Are you old enough to remember this song?  Xxx  XxxXxxxxx  xxx  x  xxxx. 
Was it the place where fast food started? 

 

What can you pick up but not put down? 
 

Can you think of a 10 letter word that can be applied to a well-known lake, a 
mineral found in Cornwall and something sinuous. shrewd, wily, or cunning. 
 

How good are you at multiplication tables?  Can you find sixteen whole numbers 
that divide exactly into the number 300?   
 

People think that “icy” is the easiest word to spell and I think I see why. 
 

Here’s one for a notorious T2.  I’ll tell you what I love doing more than anything 
- trying to pack myself in a small suitcase.  I can hardly contain myself. 
 
 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


