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The picture on the right is of a small group of PMC choristers singing carols in 
the town centre last year.  Only a limited number of snowmen costumes were 
available and the shape of the costumes meant that the group had to be 
selected on waist size.  The bottom bass were in the majority – twelve to be 
exact.  But, to be fair, they even knew the words of most of the carols.   
(The last paragraph has been inserted by a hacker from the first tenors and the 
editor disclaims any responsibility.) 
 
  
 

Choir Updates. 
 

Last month you were asked to ‘watch this space’ and here’s the latest: 
We are delighted that Lucie Bebbington-Lewis, in addition to the post of 
assistant accompanist is now the choir’s Assistant Musical Director.  Lucie has 
also persuaded her father Bill Bebbington to join the ranks.  The second tenors 
hope you’ll help them out but the first tenors are keeping their ears open. 

Welcome Bill – stick with us! 
 

We now have a completed musical team after the traumas of the last twelve 
months or so. Martyn’s determination to raise the bar with Pontnewydd Male 
Choir is absolute and both practices (Lucie on Tuesday) are already proving to 
be a new type of challenge.  2020 should prove to be an exciting time for us all. 

 
Our busy Management Committee are determined to 
keep us in the forefront of Welsh male choirs and have 
persuaded (?) one of our bottom bass to take on the post 
of Publicity Officer.  This is Peter Davies who became a 
full member of the choir earlier this year.  Peter is already 
working behind the scenes and preparing to let the world 



know that Pontnewydd Male Choir are alive and kicking. It’s pleasing to see that 
a number of our newer members are prepared to contribute more than their 
singing. 
 

Choir practice on the evening of Friday November 22nd was rather 
different.  A number of choristers (tenors in the majority) had travelled to 
Looe to indulge in a Tinkey and Tursel (or similar) extravaganza.  
Dedicated baritones and bottom bass were determined to ignore 
malicious comments from tenors and carry on regardless with their 
preparations for concerts during the festive season.    
Martyn and Lucie (at the keyboard) were happy to oblige and a very 
worthwhile practice was the result.  Six baritones had no difficulty in 
coping with the dulcet tones of hundreds of bottom bass. We are 
confident that we’ll all remember what  we learned.  (Fingers crossed.) 
 
 

Ladies Committee. 
Gwyneth Nutland writes: 

 

I cannot believe that this will be the last entry into the newsletters of 2019. 
Where has this year gone? 
On behalf of the ladies fundraising committee I would like to thank everyone 
who supported us during 2019. Our trip to Stratford-upon-Avon is going very 
well . There are only a few seats left, so if you need any more please ring me 
ASAP.  
Our McMillan evening managed to raise £195.40 for this very worthwhile cause, 
so thank you to everyone who attended - you all seemed to enjoy the night.  
The committee have already got our next fundraiser in the pipe line.  At this time 
I can only say that you need to keep Saturday February 15th free as that is the 
date of our next event. Full details will be in January's newsletter. 
Lastly, on behalf of the ladies fundraising committee may I wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and a wonderful 2020. 
 
 

 

Choir web page - again. 
A few choristers have now accessed the new choir web page at 
www.pontnewyddmalechoir.com.  Some have had difficulty because 
Google offers plenty of alternatives that will take you elsewhere.  As 
stated last time, it is important to search for the .com site. Persistence 
will pay off, particularly if you scroll past the first page of Google 
suggestions.  Look at the bottom to see the numbers of later pages.   
Your editor still does most of his internet surfing on a desktop computer 
and undoubtedly that is where you get the full benefit of the web site – a 
tablet computer is also ok.  A mobile phone does not really do it justice. 

Keep ‘hitting’ the site to promote it in the search engine.  
 
 

http://www.pontnewyddmalechoir.com/


Last month’s teaser was: 
One way to serve meat, keeping it within fine margins.  (6 letters) 

 

The ‘margins’ of fine are f and e.  If you put “lamb” (one type of meat) 
inside the letters f and e you get flambe.  One way of serving meat is 
flambé  - crosswords do not show accents.  Voila! 
 

Here’s a seasonal teaser: 
AEEIEE – insert only consonants, and a space, 
to get in the mood for Christmas – O come on! 

 
 

The last month of the year. 
We have three engagements during December and the first, at St. Woolos’ 
Cathedral, promises to be something very special.  There will be performances 
by Tenovus Cancer Care’s ‘Sing with Us’ Cwmbran Choir, Vibe Performing 
Arts Academy, Newport Cathedral Choristers, Bethan Cole (flute) and Lucy 
Graham (violin) and ourselves,  Tickets cost £8.00 and may be ordered online 
(a booking fee is payable) at www.tenovuscancercare.org.uk/event/Newport-
lovelight/. 
The engagement at Leadon Court is on a Thursday afternoon but choristers 
are reminded that this is still a choir engagement.  Residents of the home will 
be eagerly awaiting the chance to sing along with a group of handsome 
gentlemen and, possibly, mince pies will be on offer. 
Our annual Christmas Concert at the Salvation Army Citadel is always one of 
the year’s highlights.  The date’s close proximity to Christmas Day and some 
completely new items under the guidance of our new musical team should 
make it even more memorable.  What a chance to usher in the festive season! 
Who knows why there are 12 days of Christmas? 
 
 

The best thing about harmony is that you can’t sing it alone. 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor. 
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