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Choir latest. 
Four choir members are making good use of the National Health 

Service.  All are part of the close-knit group that is Pontnewydd Male Choir and 
we wish them a quick return to full health.  

During February three more gentlemen showed their wish to become 
members of our happy band when they were presented with their choir ties, 
indicating that they are now full members of P.M.C.  Gareth Jones and Bill 
Bebbington-Lewis reinforce the baritone section and Frank Horsell the 
bottom bass.   

 

             Gareth         Bill          Frank 
We’re glad to have you gents. Enjoy your time with us. 

 

For a number of reasons our practice nights during February provided 
us with some variation both on the rostrum and at the keyboard.  Keith (always 
prepared to help) conducted one night and a talented young man Jack 
Lockwood (coming to our practice room for the first time), helped us on two 
occasions.  He accompanied on Friday 21st and conducted on Tuesday 25th, 
leaving an excellent impression on both occasions.  Jack is the Musical Director 
of Torfaen Male Choir and is the assistant accompanist for the Linden Singers.  
Following last month’s item about Daniel Davies it was more evidence that 
Torfaen is amply blessed with musically talented youngsters. 
 

It won’t hurt you. 
Not to be taken too seriously. 

Things, they are a’changing and the handling of cash is quietly becoming a 
thing of the past.  Youngsters are, more and more, not handling cash at all.  



Banks are being closed all over the country and the older generation are having 
to adjust the way they collect their pensions etc.  We in Pontnewydd Choir must 
be a dying breed, still queueing to pay for three different fund raising schemes, 
for concert tickets, ladies nights tickets and also for subscriptions.  The scene 
at the back of the hall, before practice starts, always reminds me of the occasion 
recorded in the New Testament when Jesus turned over the tables of the 
money-changers!   Alun Wilmot patiently looks for the right names on his 
sheets while trying to make sure he hasn’t been given two Euros instead of 
pound coins, Matthew Levi (that’s not his real name but he’s sitting at the 
‘receipt of custom’) desperately tries to find change of a £15 note and Brendan 
does his best to encourage choristers to part with another £1.  Graeme carefully 
records the names of anyone prepared to pay for another ticket.  Choristers 
queue for hours to pay their 30p (in coppers and milk bottle tops) ensuring that 
they are not paying for a newsletter they might not want. 
 This is when you realise that your editor was becoming desperate, not 
being sure how he was going to fill another version of the monthly newsletter.   

But NO!  There’s a serious appeal to be made. 
Repeated here is a plea from the financial team – please seriously consider 
paying your choir subscription by monthly standing order.  It’s something 
that can be easily done when you next visit your bank or, even more easily, if 
you use online banking.  The only requirement is that you are a taxpayer and it 
doesn’t cost you any extra money. Full details can be obtained from the 
treasurer or have a word with any officer.  It might even make you happier when 
you realise that the government pays back some of your income tax to the choir! 
 

 

 
Ladies Committee. 

The weather on the evening of Saturday 7th February proved to be something 
of a challenge. Gusts of wet stuff made life unpleasant and some large puddles 
in the car park of the RAFA Club required attempts at the long jump record or 
hoping that shoes were watertight.  Once inside however everything changed 
and the joint started jumping. Friends old and new were soon in animated 
conversations, helped along by occasional visits to the bar. On time the race 
meeting got under way and four charming ladies were accepting thousands of 
pounds as punters placed their bets. Favourites were cheered past the winning 
post – even when frequently bringing up the rear.  A certain second tenor again 
demonstrated inside knowledge of how to recognise a winner – or it could be 
that he was born lucky. At half time large helpings of fish or chicken and chips 
met with unqualified approval. The second half even had a pig race that seemed 
to be over before it started. A couple of hours passed quickly because we were 
all enjoying ourselves. Some singing, perhaps enthusiastic rather than highly 
polished, could be heard as people eventually dispersed.  More wet weather as 
we left could not dampen the feeling that it had all been worth the effort. 

Thank you ladies for all your efforts.  You deserve the support of all of us. 
 



 

 

South and North. 
South for tenors and north for Bass they used to say.  “They even talk different 
Welsh up there” was also said.  But surely we now accept that differences are 
to be treasured not disliked.  In the choir we are now blessed with fluent welsh 
speakers who cheerfully agree to differ occasionally. 
One difference arises because of diphthongs – and what are they you might 
ask!  A diphthong is a sound formed by the combination of two vowels in a single 
syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards another 
(as in loud and coin). 
 As an example, think of how you say the words loud and proud.  O and U are 
two separate vowels – now say them quickly, one after the other.  But, to 
confuse matters, what about the different sounds in rough, though and through?  
Then what vowel is present in How?  Is it the same vowel as in an archer’s bow?  
Have you ever looked at the guides to pronunciation given in a phonetic 
dictionary?  Why do Musical Directors always tell us to keep our vowels open? 
Generally a Welsh-speaking person is more consistent when pronouncing 
single vowels.  Compare and contrast a person from Devon with one from 
Yorkshire!     There are a number of Welsh vowels that are diphthongs and one 
in particular has caused discussion recently.  South and north would pronounce 
Meibion and Pleidiol differently – but does it matter?  In O Gymru we’ve 
decided to deviate from our south wales version of geinder (on page 4).  Or 
have we? 
 

 

 
Last month’s teaser was:     

Your editor’s copy only cost a shilling, I’ve sung it in English and Welsh 
and it was dedicated to Kinsey Morgan.   What’s the title of the piece? 

Answer:  Llanfair. 
 
 

Now some easy musical teasers: 
Can you change the name of a musical instrument into a loose woman by 
adding one letter? 
Can you change the name of a flower into a musical instrument by 
removing two letters? 
Can you change the name of a musical instrument into a word meaning 
“here” by altering one letter? 
Can you think of the name of a musical instrument that contains the 
name of a composer? 
Can you think of the name of a musical instrument that sound like a cruise line? 

And last of all: 
Can you think of a word that contains four letter t’s? 
 
 



Engagements list. 
Dates are Saturdays unless indicated otherwise. 

On the choir Facebook page you will find full details of timings for the 
proceedings on the day of the massed choirs concert on Saturday 20th June. 
 

Event Date 
Arrive 

at: 
Venue Address 

 2020    

Practice for St. 
David’s Hall 

Concert. 

Sunday 
15th 

March 

 
TBC 

Rougemont 
School 

Malpas Road 
NP20 6QB 

Concert 
28th 

March 
18.30 

St. Hilda’s 
Church Hall 

Griffithstown 
NP44 5DJ 

Joint Concert 
with 

Bargoed MC 
4th April 18.30 

Llantarnam 
Abbey 

Llantarnam 
NP44 3YJ 

Performances at 
Neuro 

Rehabilitation 
Conference 

Thursday 
30th April 

10:00 
& 

18.30 

ICC 
Celtic Manor 

Newport 
NP18 1HQ 

Practice for St. 
David’s Hall 

Concert. 

Sunday 
10th May 

12:30 
St. David’s 

Church 
Neath 

St. David’s St. 
Neath 

SA11 3AA 

Joint Concert 
with 

Barry MC 
16th May 18:30 

Rougemont 
School 

Malpas Road 
NP20 6QB 

Massed Choirs 20th June TBC 
St David’s 

Hall 

The Hayes 
Cardiff 

CF10 1AH 

ANNUAL 
CONCERT 

5th Sept. 18:30 
Rougemont 

School 
Malpas Road 

NP20 6QB 

150th 
Anniversary 

Concert 

Sunday 
27th Sept 

TBC 

Trinity 
Methodist 

Church 
Abersychan 

130 High St, 
Abersychan, 
Pontypool 
NP4 7AE 

 
“I love to hear a choir. I love the humanity... to see the faces of real people 
devoting themselves to a piece of music. I like the teamwork. It makes me feel 
optimistic about the human race when I see them cooperating like that”. 
Paul McCartney. 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


