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Choir news. 
Our chairman Ian has helpfully suggested that we reintroduce a feature that was 
part of older newsletters, so here are the names of those who have a birthday 
during May: 
Ben Taverner (T1) 10th, Bill Bebbington (B1) 15th, Graham Roberts (B2) 28th  
and Wayne Parfitt (T2) 29th .                Now, altogether ……. 
 

The Chairman says: 
Ron Jones 
Many congratulations to Ron Jones who, at the end of March this year, 
completed 25 years of continuous membership of the choir and thereby is 
granted Life Membership of PMC. Joining us in 1995 Ron went straight into the 
Baritone section where he still remains despite the protestations of his fellow 
choristers! He is a very loyal and committed chorister and is justifiably proud of 
his achievement. We look forward to presenting him with his Life Membership 
certificate when we return to practice. 
Well done, Ron. 
 

Sick and the Suffering  
Five weeks ago we cancelled all our practices and, since then, I have been in 
touch with almost every chorister and the good news is that, at this present time, 
all are safe and well and in good spirits. Those who had suffered serious health 
problems are all making strong recoveries although the current Coronavirus 
pandemic has also meant that somege have had their operations delayed. 
In this Lockdown period it’s crucial that we maintain contact with all our fellow 
choristers and I want to thank all of you that have phoned around our members 
to make sure all is well. Special thanks too to Doug Hopkins and the Music 
Team for setting up our online practice sessions via Zoom that has helped 
maintain that contact.  (Editor – see later in this newsletter.) 
 

 

Is your garden looking good? 
Lockdown is now a regular part of our life and makes us wonder whether things 
will ever be quite the same again.   What changes in your life do you think might 
become permanent as a result of lockdown? 



I’m sure we are all missing meeting our friends but  ZOOM sessions are 
proving a good means of maintaining contact. Here’s how some of us are 
meeting up.  You’ll see that Keith has finally found his glasses. 

 

 
The photograph above was taken at one of the enjoyable weekly chat sessions 
organised by Doug Hopkins. They are open to any choir member – simply let 
Doug know you’d like to join.  See the email address in the contribution from our 
Publicity Officer.   

Our musical team are also running regular ZOOM choir practice 
sessions on Tuesdays and Fridays.  They are proving to be a bit different from 
our normal practices and the top tenors can no longer claim that they don’t get 
their proper share of practice.  The sessions are certainly useful for part practice 
but, more importantly, play a vital part in keeping us together as a close-knit 
group. 

Lockdown is forcing some choristers to emerge from the dark ages and 
reluctantly join the age of the internet.  For those who experience difficulties in 
joining the ZOOM sessions there are now detailed instructions on the Our 
Music / Current Repertoire / Zoom Instructions section of the choir web 
page.  (The site pontnewyddmalechoir.com must be one of the most up-to-date 
choir web pages in the UK thanks to our web-master Doug.)  Certain choristers 
(front row baritones) have discovered that, even after successfully joining a 



session, other difficulties can arise.  Don’t give in chaps - by this time next year 
all will be plain sailing. 

 

  

Information from our Publicity Officer. 
 

PMC 2021 Calendar 
 

Well we are all working through the lists of decorating, gardening or whatever 
demon tasks are thought up to fill our time during these days of crisis. 
 

Many of us are missing our twice-weekly nights of male bonding and 
camaraderie, interspersed with music and perhaps a visit to The Mount. 
 

There are still many members working diligently for the good of the choir, from 
Chair Ian right through to our Newsletter Editor, Roy.  We must also mention 
Doug and his desire to use technology to bring us all together on-line.  Yes, 
the early attempts are a little hesitant, but how nice was it to open up our lungs 
again - and it will get better. 
 

Anyway to the point of this note, just before Christmas at one of our practice 
sessions we discussed and agreed to prepare a PMC 2021 Calendar and that 
you, the membership, would start supplying photographs or other visual 
ephemera for inclusion in this calendar.  Items should be e.g. landscape or 
portrait orientation, choir related, season related or just about anything. 
 

So, Gentlemen, now that you have all this free time, why not give it some 
thought and effort and send something through to be considered for inclusion. 
Obviously there will be a relevant prize for the best entry. 
 

Please forward all entries to our new P.R. email address:- 
info@pontnewyddmalechoir.com 

Any queries about the calendar will be answered at the same address. 
 

Editor’s note. 
Many old photographs will not be in digital form but don’t let that stop you from 
telling the team what you have.  Our technical experts have the means of 
converting and ‘improving’ old images. 
 

 

Memories. 
Older choristers have many memories of choir performances in very special 
venues around the world.  Here is a list of some, not in any particular order: 
Cathedrals / Basilicas in Guildford, Bayeux, Southwark, Montreal, Monserrat 
and St Davids.  Heart-wrenching sites in Auschwitz and The American 
Cemetery at Omaha Beach.  Impressive venues in Ottawa, Niagara Falls, 
Windsor, The Hague, Café Gondréé, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Poble Espanyol, 
The Royal Albert Hall, Bruchsal and The Tomb of William the Conqueror,  
 

That’s quite an impressive list and there are others.  I wonder what would be 
your Order of ‘memorability’? 
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Just to pass the time. 
 

Answers to last month’s teasers were:     
  

If you fill in the missing letters:-    ABRACADABRA.  (Magic!) 
Where was he?  He was back at the north pole. 

Starting with just the letter L you can make LA, lag, lago and largo. 
 

“Thus fate knocks at the door” was said (reputedly) by Beethoven about the 
opening to his fifth symphony.  It was used by the BBC during the second 

world war because it sounds like the morse code for the letter V (for victory). 
 

The words were one translation from Welsh into English of the first two lines of 
the second verse of Mae Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau. There is also a third verse. 

 

For this month’s teasers -  here’s an easy one to start with: 
Do you find anything strange about the place names 

Upper Cwmbran and Lower Pontnewydd? 
 

Here’s a cryptic clue from The Times – it’s not too difficult. 
Longer chess test arranged as exercise.  (7,4,4 letters). 

 

Now a more difficult musical one. 
If a dog eats a priest you’ll get a unique opera.  (7 letters). 

 

A man was walking rather unsteadily along the road in the early hours and was 
stopped by a policeman.  He was asked “What are you doing, walking here at 
this time of night?”  The man replied “I’m going to a lecture on the harmful effects 
of alcohol”.  The policeman said “You must think me stupid.  Who is giving a 
lecture at this time of night?”  The man sighed “My wife!” 

 

Apparently French people eat snails because they don’t like fast food. 
 

Finally, can you identify this? 
 

 
 
Here’s a little help: 
 
The top view would show 
that it is circular and 6cm in 
diameter. 
 
It is a stand-alone object and 
is intended to be useful not 
just ornamental. 
 
 

 
 

 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


