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Very best wishes for 2020 to all readers. 
 

 

Choir Updates. 
We extend a warm welcome to Gareth Jones, an experienced baritone who 
looks forward to singing with a large group of choristers – note carefully the 
position of the adjective “large”.  Stick with us Gareth! 
 

Our December engagements were a mixed bag with December being a busy 
time with many different commitments and partners have claims on our time too! 
 
   The Tenovus Lovelight Concert at St Woolos Cathedral on the 5th Dec 
was a very enjoyable occasion. 
   Thursday lunchtime on 12th December saw a number of dedicated members 
delighting the residents of Leadon Court.   
   Monday teatime on 16th December proved to be more popular – or was it the 
promise that a meal would be provided? Whatever was the case, a large group 
of choristers made their way to Rodney Parade, Newport, to sing carols at the 
Christmas Dinner of a group of Dragons.  (Presumably the Christmas 
pudding was FLAMBÉ.).  By courtesy of Doug Hopkins the editor has copies of 
photographs taken.  If you remember what number table you were sat at and 
would like a copy (at nominal charge) of a photograph (size 8 x 6) please let me 
know.  The reports are that a good time was had by all and that the singing was 
much appreciated.  Pontnewydd Male Choir are quietly making their presence 
felt in some interesting new venues. 
   The final practice of 2019 saw the yearly raffle for a number of Christmas 
hampers and prizes. Our thanks to Mike O’Dwyer for his usual efficient 
organisation. 
   Our Christmas Concert in the Salvation Army Citadel was the first concert 
with Martyn and Lucie “in charge”.  The weather was very inclement but the Hall 
was full and the audience enjoyed the concert – particularly The twelve days of 
Christmas. This is a carol that puzzles many since the only connection with 
Christmas seems to be the giving of gifts. There are a number of explanations 
of the meaning but little agreement. Chairman Ian was asked about the meaning 
of “4 calling birds” and he has found that an earlier version was “4 colly birds”, 
where “colly” referred to being coal-like. So it would have originally meant 4 
blackbirds.  Thank you Ian.   
 

 

 



Ladies Committee - Gwyneth Nutland writes: 
Welcome to our first communication of 2020.  Firstly, on behalf of the 
Ladies Committee, I would like to thank everyone who supported our trip 
to the Stratford-Upon-Avon Christmas Market – what a wonderful day we 
all had!  Everyone enjoyed the spectacular event that had over 300 stalls.  
For those who were not interested in the market there were lots of other 
places to visit and there was even a trip on the river available.  The 
weather was great with the rain holding off until we left for home. 
We are now starting our fundraising for the new year and it all kicks off 
on Saturday 15th February – don’t worry, we’ve checked that there is no 
rugby match on!  The occasion will be one of our very popular Race 
Nights and the venue will be the RAFA CLUB.  Tickets will be on sale in 
the practice room from Tuesday 7th January.  The cost will be £10 that 
will include a fish / chicken and chips meal.  These events have proved 
to be very popular so make sure you get in early with your order – we 
look forward to seeing you there. 
 

 

Now and then. 
The evening of 7th January saw a good start to 2020.  Attendance was very 
good - 19 baritones!  Lucie warmed us up with a number of vocal exercises and 
then launched us into 76 trombones, You’ll never walk alone and Stout-hearted 
men.  These are pieces for the St. David’s Hall Massed choirs concert.  We all 
should have a list of pieces to be sung and our librarian Peter Binding is doing 
his very best to ensure that every chorister has a copy of every piece.  Put them 
all in your music case and bring them to practice – with a pencil and rubber!  It 
becomes increasingly obvious that missing a practice can result in making a 
mistake next time. Remember that no copies will be used for the 
performance and just in case you’ve mislaid your list…….. 
African Prayer, Ar Hyd y Nos, A Roman War Song, The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic, Calon Lan, Cwm Rhondda, Deus Salutis, Kwmbayah, Llanfair, 
Rachie, Rock’a my Soul, 76 Trombones, Soldiers’ Chorus, Speed Your Journey, 
Stout-hearted Men, The Peacemakers (Y Tangnefeddwyr), With a Voice of 
Singing, The World in Union, You’ll Never Walk Alone. 
 The massed choirs concert is the outcome of feedback from the last 
W.A.M.C. concert at The Royal Albert Hall.  Choirs have asked “Why London?” 
so it will be interesting to see what will be the result.  The vast majority of the 
pieces are familiar to most of our older choristers but even those with about five 
years of service have a busy time ahead!  One disadvantage of massed choir 
concerts is that it inevitably restricts the time we can give to learning music 
outside the concert programme – and also that participating choirs are 
frequently singing the same items. 
 

We are now looking forward to the challenge of a new year ‘under new 
management (musically)’.  Pontnewydd choristers have never been afraid to 



respond to a challenge and to quote Dafydd Ewan “R’yn ni yma O hyd” – “We 
are still here!”  This made your editor think back to his early days in the choir 
when choir membership had increased quite dramatically in a few years.  From 
his collection of Annual Concert programmes he thought back to 40 years ago 
and looked at the programme for Saturday April 19th 1980. The concert was 
held at Cwmbran Stadium and the programme makes interesting reading. 
 

The artists were Kenneth Bowen and John Lawrenson, both of whom were 
distinguished broadcasting and operatic artists.  The list of choir members 
showed 23 first tenors, 20 second tenors, 20 first bass and 19 second bass.  It 
would probably be correct to say that many of those listed were choristers of 
long service.  There are 6 of those listed who are still active members.  The 
opening pieces in each half were, respectively, Psalm 100 and Jesus of 
Nazareth.  Three choristers sang solo parts in two of the items.  Kenneth Bowen 
sang part of the overture to Poet and Peasant and John Lawrenson sang the 
Policeman’s Song in a selection from the Pirates of Penzance.  In the 
Chairman’s foreword he referred to concerts during the previous year – at The 
Colston Hall, Bristol, The Royal Albert Hall and Guildford Cathedral.  It was a 
time of spreading our wings – and we were given the cost of coaches for the 
choir ! 

 
 

Last month’s teaser was: 
AEEIEE – insert only consonants, and a space, 
to get in the mood for Christmas – O come on! 

My apologies for not telling some of you that the answer consisted of two 
words of 6 and 7 letters.  I hoped you were triggered by “O come on” to 
think of the carol O come, all ye faithful and then to think of all your latin 
lessons.   

The required consonants were DST and FDLS to make  
A D E S T E   F I D E L E S. 

 

I’ll give you an easy one to start off the year. 
Put out, I carp.  (3 letters) 

 
 

[See our website Future Events page for an updated list of events] 
 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor. 


