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This month’s birthdays. 
Ron Jones (B1) Friday 3rd  Alex Phillips (T2) Sunday 12th 
Mark Woodhouse (B2) Tuesday 14th Alan Dunn (T1) Saturday 18th 
Steve Spokes (B1) Monday 20th Jeff Williams (B1) Wednesday 29th 

 

Altogether now……..69 part harmony. 
 

 

Choir news. 
Any choir member who has an email address should have received an email 
from our General Secretary, Martin, giving information about decisions taken at 
a recent Management meeting.  It appears that there are about seven choristers 
who do not have an email address and, as a result, MIGHT only get this 
information if they read this newsletter on the choir web page.  So …….. 

It is confirmed that the 2020 Annual Concert that was due to take place 
on 5th September has been cancelled and investigations are being made to see 
if the 2021 Annual Concert can take place on 24th April, with guest artistes Bella 
Voce.  To keep us in touch with our repertoire (old and new) the ZOOM online 
practices will continue.  Please join them if at all possible.  An important 
decision was made about choir subscriptions and, if you haven’t received the 
necessary information, you can get it from our Treasurer, Mansel. 

Many congratulations to Lyn and Ann Birch on their Ruby (40th) 
wedding anniversary on June 20th. We send him our very best wishes John 
Brown (T2). 
 
 

 

More general choir news. 
Our General Secretary is receiving regular communications from the Secretary 
of the Welsh Association of Male Choirs.  Further to what you’ve read in earlier 
newsletters, we are told that 322 CDs and 27 DVDs have been distributed to 
172 Care Homes and 36 CDs have been sent to 18 hospital radio stations.  A 
total of 28 member choirs (including PMC) have participated in the project. 
 PMC have also received an email from “Music in Hospitals and Care” 
about a special event day organised by the Charity.  As a result the choir have 
sent 2 of the video clips that appear on our website and it may be that they were 
used on the Charity online event on Sunday 21st June.  The choir have also 
agreed to donate £50 to "Music in Hospitals and Care".  



 The Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee of the 
Senedd are launching an Inquiry into the impact of Covid -19 on Culture and 
Sport.  The Inquiry will cover 5 different sectors of Welsh life and, in particular, 
will be interested in finding out: 

• What has been the immediate impact of Covid -19 on the sector? 

• How effectively has the support provided by the Welsh Government, the 
UK Government and arms-length bodies addressed the sector’s 
needs? 

• What will the likely long-term impacts of Covid -19 be on the sector, and 
what support is needed to deal with those? 

• What lessons can be learnt from how the Welsh Government, the UK 
Government, arms-length bodies and each sector have dealt with Covid 
-19? 

• How might the sector evolve after Covid -19, and how can the Welsh 
Government support such innovation to deal with future challenges? 

 

WAMC has already made a submission to the Inquiry and hope to be invited to 
present oral evidence at some stage.  In order to effectively represent how 
member choirs are dealing with Covid -19 they have sent a short questionnaire 
that Martin has already completed and returned.  As ever, he’s ‘on the job’ and 
isn’t it good to know that we are one of the welsh male choirs that are determined 
to get through all the difficulties and come out singing ‘the other side’! 
 
 

 

Memorable experiences - Keith Jones remembers. 
One of my most memorable experiences was when we were on our last tour to 
Normandy, I think in about 2014?  We sang in Bayeux Cathedral and during the 
walk from the bus to the Cathedral our MD Pauline fell and was quite badly 
shaken up. 
I remember our Top Tenor Rob Crowley having an experience before the 
concert started when he declared he had seen an apparition of an Angel in a 
quiet area of the Cathedral. He seemed genuinely moved by this experience 
and effusively recounted it to fellow choristers.  I’m sure he will still recall it if 
asked. 
Although Pauline was clearly not feeling fully well she insisted on conducting 
us, but at the interval felt unable to continue, so asked me to conduct the second 
half.  It went very well and was enthusiastically received by the large audience, 
many of whom were tourists.  I shall never forget the standing ovation from the 
large audience as the Choir marched off down the centre aisle of that wonderful 
Cathedral.  I felt so proud of the Boys at that moment! 
 

Another memory which I shall always cherish was on our Tour to 
Yorkshire in, I think, about 2016?  On the morning of our departure by bus from 
Cwmbran we were informed that both Pauline and Martin Carey had been laid 
low with a sudden bout of some virus that was going around and they were 
unable to travel.  That meant me being MD for the tour, quite unexpectedly. 



The highlight for me on that tour was our joint concert with our host Choir 
Steeton MVC in a Church in Keighley.  I was so pleased with how  we sang and 
again I remember the pride I felt for the Boys as we marched out to another 
standing ovation. This was followed by a memorable Afterglow in a local hostelry 
which was one of the best I can ever remember. 
 

Just to make it a third;  I remember being MD for a performance at the Raglan 
Festival in about 2005?  I cannot remember why I was standing in for Walford 
who was MD at the time, but possibly he was ill or on holiday.  We were 
supposed to be performing the concert at Raglan Castle, but for a few days 
before the Saturday Concert it had rained incessantly making an outside 
performance seem impossible.  The decision came on the morning of the 
Concert when we were asked by the Festival Organisers to sing in Raglan 
Church instead of outdoors at the Castle.  So we went ahead and gave a very 
well received performance in the Church.  About halfway through the first half a 
large group of young people quietly entered the church and took their seats. At 
the interval I spoke to them and it turned out they were a group of French 
students on an exchange visit with local schools and colleges.  They had never 
heard a Welsh Male Choir before and were so bowled over by our singing that 
they gave us a standing ovation as we filed out of the Church. 
  
So there we are  - three Standing Ovations when I was so proud of the Boys’ 
performances.  I know they are personal to me but I hope they are memorable 
to Choristers and Supporters who were present at these concerts too. 
 

Keith.       (Thank you Keith.) 
 

 

Ladies’ Committee news. 
 

The Ladies’ fund-raising committee hope that you and your families are keeping 
safe and well in this difficult time.  Throughout this lockdown situation the 
committee members have been in regular telephone contact with each other 
and have been discussing fund raising events that had been planned for later 
in the year.  One of the events was another evening with the wonderful “Pashy 
Pops” that had proved so popular at their previous booking.  A trip to the 
Christmas Market in Stratford-Upon-Avon had also been organised.  I’m sorry 
to say that both of these events have now been cancelled in view of the 
uncertainty still prevailing regarding communal events. The decision was not 
taken lightly but we are entering unknown territory and have little idea how and 
when things are going to change.  Everyone’s safety is upmost in our minds.  
We assure you that committee members will resume their activities as soon as 
possible and we simply say, for all our sakes, TAKE CARE AND KEEP SAFE. 
 

Kind regards,   
Gwyneth Nutland.  (Chair.) 

 
 



Last month’s teasers:     
  

There is somewhere on your body where you can put your right hand and your 
left hand cannot touch it.  Where?.........Your left elbow. 
 

Scales calibrated to some extent.  (5 letters)……….libra (part of the word.) 
 

The song?  Old MacDonald had a farm.   (Fast food now available.) 
 

What can you pick up but not put down?.........Sound. 
 

The 10 letter word was Serpentine …….that’s the name of the famous boating 
lake in Hyde Park, London.   
 

 

This is a photograph of a souvenir I bought at the Lizard tourist 
centre (Cornwall) in 1951.   I probably paid a bob or two.  The 
base is a polished piece of serpentine rock. 
I wonder do they still sell similar souvenirs?   
Then things that are sinuous, shrewd, wily or cunning are 
………. 
 

 

Sixteen whole numbers that divide exactly into the number 300 are: 
2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 10, 12, 15, 20, 25, 30, 50, 60, 75, 100 and 150. 

(I haven’t included 1 and 300 – your grandchildren could have told you those.)   
 

Have a go at these! 
The brain-teasers in the newsletter are deliberately aimed to be of the type that 
are not easily solved by asking Google etc.  But perhaps you need to warm up 
with some easy ones where the internet can help: 
 

A stirrup is usually seen on a horse.  But where would you find one in the human 
body? 
 

“Able was I ere I saw Elba” is an example of what? 
 

What’s the difference between a “billion” in New York and London? 
 

Some (probably most) of us were schooled in the three RRRs and some are 
happy with their ability in ‘Rithmetic.  I was amazed when I realised what year 
the farthing became demonetised.  Well here’s a little test of your memory as 
well as ability.  It’s a straightforward subtraction sum and I wonder how many 
can work out the correct answer – your smart phone won’t be much help! 
 

£   s   d 
5   7 4½ 

      ---  3 14 9¾ 
                        
 
 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


