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Whatever the restrictions let’s make it a 
Christmas to remember.  It may be 
different but it can still be a 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
EVERYONE. 

 
 

 

This month’s birthdays. 
 

Gareth Jeffries (T2)  Thursday 3rd  John James (B2)  Monday 7th 
Steve Evans (B1)  Friday 11th   Keith Jones (B2)  Boxing Day 24th 

Keith won’t be the only one missing out on hearing us sing Happy Birthday. 
 

Very sad news. 
 

John Brown, a committed, well respected and much-loved member of the 
second tenor section, passed away on the morning of November 20th, eventually 
losing his fight with cancer.  John’s three daughters were with him when he died. 
He joined the choir in 2007, loved to spend his time in the practice room and 
missed the company of fellow choristers during this difficult year. 
 

This photograph was taken in December 2019 
at a dinner in the clubhouse of Newport 
Dragons, a team that John keenly supported. 
He also supported Newport County AFC.  
His smile says a lot.  To be in the company of 
team members and fellow choristers, to sup a 
pint and sing carols – that’s how to enjoy 
yourself! 
Not a man to ‘blow his own trumpet’, John had 
background unknown to many members of the 
choir.   He spent all of his 40-year working life at 
Girling’s, progressing from apprentice to senior 
manager.  His role required him to travel 



extensively to Japan, India and throughout Europe and his passion for travelling 
continued after his retirement. He was a founder member of the Panteg branch 
of Probus and a regular bowler with Croesyceiliog Bowling Club. His presence 
in the practice room will be sorely missed and the choir extend their deepest 
sympathy to John’s family. 
 

We also regretfully record the death of a former chorister, Robert Ford, who 
sang in the first tenor section and served some time as a committee member. 
 

 

 
Updates. 

Peter Davies (B2) has recently had his operation and Lyn Birch (T2) is 
expecting his on Tuesday 1st December.  Keith Jones (B2) continues to 
improve and is hoping that someone will lend him a skipping rope – suitably 
sterilised. 
 
 

 

Ladies’ Committee 
 

Who could have known how difficult 2020 would be and so different to our 
normal lives, missing out on so many special celebrations and not being able to 
meet family and friends? So many families have lost loved ones and our 
thoughts are with them.  Fund raising for the choir has been totally decimated 
but hopefully there is a glimmer of hope that next year we will be able to get 
back to a new form of normality allowing us to start our fund raising events 
again.  Christmas is on the horizon and hopefully we will be able to enjoy time 
with our families.  On behalf of the ladies fund raising committee please accept 
our Christmas and New Year wishes to you all and fingers crossed we will be 
able to see each other in the near future. 

Take care and stay safe. 
Regards 
Gwyneth (chairlady) 
 

 

 
What’s occurring? 

 

We are not the only choir still keeping together in different ways and our 
General Secretary Martin has circulated a couple of newsletters from the 
Welsh Association of Male Choirs that gives information about a number 
of issues connected with Covid 19.   
One of them was connected with the possibility of returning to choir 
rehearsals and listed some of the restrictions that could be involved . 
 

1. Excluding anyone who considers themselves particularly 
vulnerable. 

2. Practice in small groups of up to 15, probably in sections, in order 
to maintain social distancing of 2m. 



3. Maintaining a register of all attendees for “Track and Trace” 
purposes. 

4. The wearing of masks during singing. 
5. Having a (time) gap between section practices to ensure no 

interaction between sections. 
6. Either undertaking some sanitising after practice or paying the 

venue to do so. 
 

Management Committee will have discussed these points at their meeting 
on 30th November and considered (a) the reactions of the music team to 
resuming practice under such restrictions (b) if practices were resumed 
to determine what proportion of the choir would be happy to attend (c) if 
practices were resumed it would require the appointment of someone 
within the choir to be responsible for all aspects of Covid 19 rules and 
the safe return to practices. 
 

So that’s something to cause a bit of head scratching . 
 
 

A non-virus item in the WAMC newsletter caught your editor’s eye and is 
reproduced here: 
 

Welsh Government Cultural Recovery Fund  
On 30 July 2020, the Welsh Government announced £53 million for a Cultural 
Recovery Fund.  £27.5m of that fund was earmarked for distribution by the Arts 
Council of Wales.  Applications opened in August and ran until early September; 
a few choirs were successful in obtaining funding. On November 11th, the Welsh 
Government announced a further injection of funding some of which will be ring-
fenced for freelancers.  As yet it is unclear whether the new £10m funding will 
be open to new applicants or distributed to unsuccessful prior applicants.  
Please keep an eye on the Arts Council for Wales website for details.  You can 
also find a list of the successful applicants there. 
 

Out of curiosity your editor looked at the web site of the Arts Council for Wales 
to see what kind of organisations had benefited from the Fund.  The 66 pages 
proved to be a bit too daunting so a bit of filtering had to be done.  I couldn’t find 
the name of any male choir that had benefitted – but I may be wrong!  However, 
one name appears – on more than one occasion and with quite large amounts. 
That name is the Llantarnam Grange Arts Centre.  Choristers will, I’m sure, 
know that it is located in Cwmbran town centre.  Now the only point that is made 
is that this tells us how the Arts Council rules for the Fund result in an “Arts 
Centre” apparently contributing considerably more to Welsh Culture than male 
choirs!  To be fair, if you appreciate a nice cup of coffee, looking at interesting 
paintings or want to buy some earrings for your better half – pop into Llantarnam 
Grange.  By the way, the Newport Philharmonic Choir is mentioned. 
 
 
 



 

 

Memories 
 

Last month you were asked how many present choristers there were in 
the photograph of the choir taken at The Hague in 1983 (the photograph 
has been in a couple of newsletters).  Starting in the front row and then 
working backwards are Jeff Williams, Keith Jones, Alwyn Nutland, John 
Walding, Paul Wellington, Graeme Jones, and Roy Fisher. There are also 
two retired choristers (Graham Parry and Ernst van Eijkern) who receive 
this newsletter.  That’s 9 names mentioned out of a choir of 66.  Father 
Time has claimed many but how many of the others are still singing? 
 

 

For relaxation 
 

Last month’s teasers: 
What do these four words have in common? Blue, Queen, Black, Saint. 
They can all be followed by proper names such as: Peter, Elizabeth, 
Maria and David. 

 

Can you name a tree that’s always within reach?       A Palm tree. 
 

One down and two across.   One down and three across. 
Instructions for writing letters.  What letters?  F and E 

 

Two operas that have famous choruses sung by a group of prisoners? 
Nabucco and Fidelio. 

 

Words of 3 letters or more using only letters from HHUTGROO. 
goo, gut, hot, hug, oho, our,  out, rot, rug, too, tor, tug, ugh, goth, gout, 
grot, hoot, hour, hurt, root, rout, thug, tour, trug, grout, ought, rough, 
though, trough, through, thorough.      That’s 31 - any more? 
 

Christmas corn. 
Why did Santa have to go to the hospital?   Because of his poor elf. 
I have this incredible ability to predict what’s inside a wrapped present. 
It’s a gift. 
What is Santa’s favourite kind of pizza?  One that’s deep-pan, crisp and 
even. 
 

2021/2022 Engagements - ??? 
 

Item Date Arrival 
time 

Venue Address 

Toronto 
Welsh MC 

Monday 
11/07/22 

To be 
confirmed 

To be 
confirmed 

To be 
confirmed 

 

Zoom practices will end 18th December and restart on 5th January. 
 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


