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Notice anything different? 
“What’s going on?” I hear you say.  Well this is the new marketing ‘image’ of the 
choir.  It’s the result of the efforts of a dedicated group of choir members 
(Peter Davies our Publicity Officer is the guiding light) who are working 
hard on all forms of publicity associated with the choir so that, amongst 
other things, the words “Pontnewydd Male Choir” will immediately be 
associated with a particular image – the one above.  Management 
Committee have approved what’s been done to date so continue to watch 
this space and also see the choir web page. 
 

 

Vice-Presidents. 
Please accept my apology for not receiving, by post, the January newsletter  -
now enclosed with February.  My printer ran out of toner and when I had 
received a replacement I then found that I didn’t have enough envelopes for 
everyone – so I thought I’d wait until now.  So – here we are. 
 

Choir Updates. 
With possibly a few exceptions everyone should now have the music for the St. 
David’s Hall concert and practices are mainly concentrating on these pieces.  
Because we also have three forthcoming concerts before June we are asked to 
do our homework on music that we have sung over the last six months or so.   
 On Friday 14th February a photographer will be coming to the 
practice venue to take an up-to-date photograph of the choir. We are 
asked to be present by 7:00pm, dressed in our dark blazers etc.  

Our web master, Doug Hopkins, continues to develop the choir 
web page and on the “Our Music” section choristers are now able to listen 
to their section’s part in three pieces that are now being rehearsed. The 
first three pieces are “O Happy Day”, “Ar Hyd y Nos” and “76 Trombones”.  
Expect others to follow quite soon. 
The last paragraph assumes that you are able to access the choir web 
page (www.pontnewyddmalechoir.com). You don’t have to own a desktop 
computer or laptop.  You can do this in other ways.  Any smart phone, 
ipad or android tablet are mini-computers and have the means of 
accessing the internet. 

 

 

http://www.pontnewyddmalechoir.com/


Message from the Chairman. 
 

In the lead-up to Christmas I attended my granddaughter’s school play that was 
based on Dickens ” A Christmas Carol” and it struck me of how much it reflected 
the choir’s Christmas concert experience. 
“The Ghost of Christmas Past” visited us through the expectation of our 
audience that the content of our programme would be very similar to that of 
previous years – a mix of pieces from our core repertoire, a few non-traditional 
Christmas carols and some lighter, temporal Christmas songs.  
“The Ghost of Christmas Present” then appeared as the choir presented a more 
spiritual range of Christmas carols and a greater emphasis on audience 
participation. 
So what about “The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come”? One of the biggest 
challenges all male choirs face is how to extend our appeal to existing and new 
audiences. We must also maximise our attendance at practice and to learn our 
words and parts in between practices.  Lucie has already set us that early 
challenge by announcing that she expects us to sing three items from the St 
David’s Hall repertoire, at tonight’s practice, without copies. 
The good news is that we have three major concerts in the first half of this year 
and we have been invited again to sing at Tenovus’s Lovelight concert at St 
Woolos Cathedral next Christmas. So we have ample opportunity to enhance 
our hard-earned reputation.  

The gloves are off......roll up your sleeves.......onwards and upwards! 
 

Ian Evans. 
 

 

Ladies Committee. 
Have you bought your tickets for the Race Night on Saturday 15th February at 
The RAFA Club?  It should be a cracking night. Don’t forget to bring your tickets 
on the night otherwise the ladies won’t know whether you ordered T-bone steak 
or a salad sandwich. 
 

 

Proud Grandad. 
John Brown (second tenor) has a very musically gifted grandson, Dan.  On 12th 

January, Dan won the first prize in the “Young 
Saxophonist Soloist” Competition 2020 that was 
held at Craxton Studios London. (The competition 
was open to youngsters up to the age of eighteen.). 
The prize was £1500 and an invitation to perform at 
the 2020 CASSGB Single Reed Day.  (Clarinet and 
Saxophone Society of Great Britain.)  Here is the 
write up about Daniel. 

Daniel Davis (16) from Cwmbran achieved distinction at grade 8 
classical and jazz saxophone by the age of twelve. He gained an ABRSM 
scholarship to study at the RWCMD under Neil McGovern.  Daniel also plays 
piano and clarinet, achieving grade 8 in both.  He has performed in the Rotary 



Club of Great Britain Young Musician of the Year competition, coming second 
overall and was placed top saxophonist in the Welsh Finals at Cardiff University.  
Daniel has performed regularly at the Royal Albert Hall and, in November 2019, 
was the principal soloist for the Jazz Ensemble.  Daniel is a member of The 
Welsh Youth Wind Orchestra and also sings with the Youth Choir.  Since moving 
to Caerleon Sixth Form from Croesyceiliog he has been chosen to play the lead 
in the school production of “We Will Rock You” as Galileo.  Daniel accompanies 
many local choirs, really enjoys music and looks to pursue a career in it. 

What talent!  No wonder John thought it worth a newsletter mention! 
John - please pass on our heartiest congratulations. 

 

 

Last month’s teaser was:    Put out, I carp.  (3 letters) 
Answer:   Koi 

(Knock out followed by i – gives a type of carp – the fish). 
 

This month’s teaser for choristers: 
Your editor’s copy only cost a shilling, I’ve sung it in English and Welsh 
and it was dedicated to Kinsey Morgan.   What’s the title of the piece? 
 

 

 
Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor 


