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This month’s birthdays. 
Alan Hopkins (B2) Tuesday 1st  Peter Davies (B2) Wednesday 2nd 
Martin Carey (T2) Wednesday 9th George Doherty (B1) Thursday 10th 
Tony Carpenter (T2) Tuesday 22nd Graeme Jones (T1) Friday 25th 
Tony Wilce (B1) Sunday 27th  Alwyn Nutland (T1) Tuesday 29th 
 

 

Choir news. 
John Brown (T2) is still having regular treatment. 
Keith Jones (B2) is awaiting the result of a recent test and is already feeling 
better. 
Barry Page (T1) is hoping to get back to normal in the near future. However, 
the source of the complaint is causing Barry some concern because he now 
finds that his favourite drink is milk. 
Bernard Morgan (B2), is back home and sounding quite alert. 
 
Our best wishes go out to all four fellow choristers. 

 

  

Interesting news from a Senedd briefing. 
 

Mr Drakeford said the aim of holding the events over the coming weeks was to 
"learn from how we can safely hold outdoor events while maintaining social 
distancing". 
 

"We will trial three small-scale events, in partnership with the events organisers, 
local authorities and other stakeholders, to see if they can be carried out in a 
safe way, with a view to supporting the sector and making the most of the 
remaining summer months where we can spend time outdoors," he added. 
 

"We will also learn from pilots being conducted across the UK, in reopening 
professional sport and indoor theatre to supporters and audiences, so we base 
our decisions on the best possible evidence available. 
 

"We will continue to talk with event organisers about the possible resumption of 
some other activities later in the autumn." 
 

Earlier, Mr Drakeford told BBC Radio Wales Breakfast:  "In three week’s time, 
if these events have been successful and the virus remains effectively 



suppressed, I hope I can say those sorts of events can become more routinely 
available in Wales." 
 

 

Resumption of ZOOM practices. 
The music team return from their holidays in the Maldives (perhaps not) and 
Zoom part practices resume on September 1st.  Just in case you’ve mislaid your 
copy, details for the first two are given below: 
 

Tuesday 1st Sept.  Baritones 7:30pm.  Music (new) and When You Believe. 
        Basses    8:15pm.  Music (new) and When You Believe. 
 

Friday 4th Sept.      Tenors 1  7:30pm.  Music (new) and When You Believe. 
                                Tenors 2. 8:15pm.  Music (new) and When You Believe. 
 

“When You believe.” 
 

This is a song from “The Prince of Egypt”.  Here is what Wikipedia says: 
 

The Prince of Egypt is a 1998 American animated musical drama film.  The 
film is an adaptation of the Book of Exodus and follows the life of Moses from 
being a prince of Egypt to his ultimate destiny to lead the children of Israel out 
of Egypt.  
  

It always helps when we know the meaning of foreign words that we have to 
sing.  Singing the Hebrew words that come at the end will be a first for us.  MD 
Martyn is advising us on pronunciation.  Given below is a translation of the 
Hebrew words as they appear on our copies: 
 

Ashira l'Adonai ki gaoh gaah 
(I will sing to the lord for he has triumphed gloriously) 

Mikhamokhabaelim Adonai 
(Who is like You, oh Lord, among the celestial) 

Mikamokhane darbakodesh 
Who is like You, majestic in holiness) 

Nakhitah v'khasd'kha am zu gaalta 
(In Your Love, You lead the people You redeemed) 

 

 
 

What follows is a contribution from our web master Doug Hopkins. 
 

Ramblings of a Landscape Photographer 
 

It was Tues evening …. checking the conditions for the next day’s planned 
hike in the Beacons. The Met Office forecast was looking good but I’d not had 
a good experience the last time I visited Llyn Y Fan Fach when I solely relied 
on the Met Office.  Back then there was rain forecast mid to late afternoon. 
When I’d arrived in the morning the sky was not looking good. I started the 
mile and half hike up from the car park to the lake. By the time I’d got to the 
lake late morning / lunchtime it was lamping it down and I couldn’t see a yard 
in front of me let alone take a photograph of the lake and impressive range 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_adaptation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Exodus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israelites


surrounding it. Luckily I’d taken my water-proofs as the Beacons can be 
notorious for sudden weather changes. 

This time around I checked all the planning apps a landscape photography 
could want.  All were saying the early morning temperature was a reasonable 
17°C (63°F to you “imperialists”) and clear visibility.  Great!  Though by early 
afternoon the temperature was set to soar to 26°C.  My rucksack was packed 
ready. Cameras, tripods, ND and polariser filters and lightweight waterproofs. 
Sarnies, crisps and choc bar with plenty to drink followed that morning before 
setting out. 

I’d decided not to aim for the golden hour (between sunrise and up to an 
hour later when you see all those gorgeous golden tones) as this time of year 
it’s very early. It’s around one and half hours drive to Llanddeusant, the 
nearest village. Then an uphill trek to the lake takes around 40 to 60 mins 
depending on whether you’re distracted by the gorgeous waterfalls on the way 
up.  It would have meant getting up around 3 a.m.  Blow that !!  Last time I did 
that was catching all those early morning flights out of Bristol when I was 
working. The golden hours can wait for a more reasonable time of day. 
Anyways, I was hoping the surrounding mountains would shade the lake until 
this lazy so-and-so arrived ! 

Sure enough, when I arrived and started the climb, everything was looking 
good.  My aim was to get to the lake as soon as possible and not be distracted 
on the way so that I returned home with the photos I couldn’t get last time. 

Quarter of the way up … oh, no !!  Wild ponies !!  Now I’m not a fan of 
horses. Too many bad experiences with pit ponies going wild when they’re let 
loose into the daylight.  Well, that’s another story. 

I followed the stone track upwards with the horses keeping ahead. I 
thought, if they do charge I could easily jump across the rocky Afon Sawdde. 
Something the horses seemed to be avoiding.  Then I spotted the fawn 
coloured foal.  Double oh,no !!   If I get too close they’re sure to defend it. 

Sure enough as we neared the water treatment works half the ponies 
headed up the side of the banking whilst the three largest started running 
toward me !!   I ducked down below the low wall expecting to get my feet wet. I 
peeped over the wall.  They’d turned back, I guess when they couldn’t see me. 
Thankfully they all disappeared over the hill.   Right, time to get moving. 

To be continued next month. 
See the final page for a map and photograph. 

 

Thank you Doug. 
A completely different type of contribution – giving us an insight into the 
other interests of one of our fellow choristers.   Does it encourage you to 

send in a contribution.  Does anyone have pole-dancing as a hobby? 
 
 



 

 
Last month’s teaser:     

  

Promise from the editor – there will be no more mathematical puzzles. 
The shares for the boys were supposed to be (in decimal fractions) 0.5, 0.25 
and 0.2.  So the total share for the boys only amounted to 0.95 of whatever was 
in the desk with any remaining 0.05 for the estate.  Uncle Mansel’s well-intended 
help resulted in each boy getting more than his entitlement.  The extra came 
from what should have been left in the estate.   
 

For those who would like fuller details: 
Because only 19 sovereigns were in the desk the shares should have been: 

 

Ian 9.5 (not 10)   Lyn 4.75 (not 5)  Martin 3.8 (not 4) 
The estate “lost” 0.95 of a sovereign. 

 

Roy Fisher…………………………….Editor. 


